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America saved democracy in Europe and
changed the course of history for the world.

Wherever you are then, I hope you will have
some time to look at the ceremonies. I hope
you will think about how we can honor their
legacy by carrying it on. That is the greatest
honor of all.

One of the greatest privileges I have as Presi-
dent is to represent all of our country in hon-
oring those who won World War II. This week
let us all, from the President to every other
citizen, do our best to say a simple thank you.
Thank you for what you did. Thank you for
the years you have given us. Thank you for
the example you have set through sacrifice and
courage and determination.

It is fitting that we should begin here, in
the shadow of this great monument to the 1st
Army Division. Let us all, all of us Americans,
spend this next week in gratitude, in reflection,
and with resolve.

God bless you all, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:22 a.m. at the
1st Division Monument. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Col. Walter F. Nechey, USA (Ret.), 1st
Infantry Division D-Day veteran; Gen. Gordon R.
Sullivan, USA, Chief of Staff, Army; Lt. Gen.
Orwin C. Talbott, USA (Ret.), president, Society
of the 1st Infantry Division; and Robert Stanton,
regional director, National Park Service.

Remarks to American Seminarians in Vatican City
June 2, 1994

Thank you very much, Cardinal, Mr. Ambas-
sador. After that political comment he made he
has another good reason to go to confession
now. [Laughter] Cardinal Baum, Cardinal Szoka,
to all of you here, and especially to the Amer-
ican seminarians who are here, let me say it
is a profound honor for me and for Hillary and
for our entire American party to be here in
the Vatican today and for me to have had the
meeting that I just had with His Holiness.

We had a wonderful discussion about a large
number of things. I’m always amazed to find
him so vigorously involved in the affairs of the
world. We talked about the difficulties in Bos-
nia, as you might imagine. We talked a lot about
Poland and Eastern Europe. We talked at some
length about Russia and our emerging relation-
ships there.

We talked for quite a long while about Asia,
about the need to protect religious freedoms
in Asian countries and to promote that. And
I pledged to the Pope my best efforts to work
with other nations, especially nations in Asia,
in the cause of religious freedom. We talked
about the challenges presented at the moment
by the dispute we’re having with North Korea.

We talked at great length about the role of
the Islamic states in the future of the world,
not only in the Middle East but elsewhere. We
talked a lot about the Middle East, and I

thanked His Holiness for the recognition that
the Holy See has given to Israel and the support
to the peace process.

We talked about the upcoming conference in
Cairo on world population problems, about
where we agreed and where we didn’t and how
we could come together on a policy that would
promote responsible growth of the world’s popu-
lation and still reaffirm our common commit-
ment for the central role of the family in every
society.

It was for me, as it was last year in Denver,
an awe-inspiring experience. But I hope it was
also an important experience for the people
whom we represent and the progress we are
trying to make.

For those of you who are American seminar-
ians here, I would like to say a special word
of appreciation for the role of the Catholic
Church in our country. There are 20,000 par-
ishes, 9,000 Catholic elementary and high
schools, over 200 Catholic colleges and univer-
sities, one of which gave me a degree a long
time ago. The thing I have always revered about
the Catholic Church was the sense of constancy
and commitment of the Church in our national
life, the sense of putting one’s life, one’s money,
one’s time where one’s stated ideas are. The
Catholic Church has brought together faith and
action, word and deed, bringing together people
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across the lines of rich and poor, of racial lines
and other lines perhaps better than any other
institution in our society. And I am convinced
that it’s been able to do that because people
like you, those of you who are here as seminar-
ians, have been willing to make the ultimate
commitment of your entire lives in the service
of that in which you believe.

In all secular societies, it is recognized that
very few people have the capacity to make a
commitment of that depth and constancy. And
yet all of us know that, ultimately, the meaning
of our lives depends upon the constant effort
to achieve a level of integrity between what we
feel and what we think and what we do. And
I stand here today to tell you that as an Amer-
ican President I am immensely proud of the
commitment you have made.

Hillary and I have a friend whom we treasure
greatly, who is a Jesuit priest whom I met over
30 years ago, who went to law school with us
later and who continues to labor to fulfill his
vows. And one of my most treasured possessions
that I ever received from a personal friend was

a letter that he wrote to us after he had been
a priest for 20 years, explaining without being
at all self-righteous what it had meant to him
to have kept his vows for two decades and why
he thought in a way he had lived a selfish life
because he had achieved a measure of peace
and comfort and energy that he could have
found in no other way.

It is that feeling that I think ultimately we
want for all the people of our Nation and all
the people of the world. And for your example
in taking us in that direction, I thank you very
much.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 1:05
p.m. in the Sala Clementina at the Vatican. In
his remarks, he referred to Raymond L. Flynn,
U.S. Ambassador to the Holy See; William Car-
dinal Baum, major penitentiary, Apostolic Peni-
tentiary; and Edmund Cardinal Szoka, president,
Prefecture for the Economic Affairs of the Holy
See.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister
Silvio Berlusconi of Italy in Rome
June 2, 1994

Q. Mr. President, North Korea’s being very
threatening—making more statements about—
the talks that you’ve undertaken—talks of tough
sanctions. What do you say to that?

The President. We’re going to have a question
period, I think, afterward. The Prime Minister
and I will make statements and then answer
questions. I’d rather answer questions then.

Q. Any general impressions so far—just about
how things are going?

The President. It’s been a very good trip so
far. I’ve been very impressed, pleased with the
reception, pleased with the support for the
United States.

NOTE: The exchange began at 3:34 p.m. in Room
123, Piano Primo at the Palazzo Chigi. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi
of Italy in Rome
June 2, 1994

Prime Minister Berlusconi. I wish to begin
by first and foremost thanking the American
President for having chosen to begin his stay

in Europe or his tour of Europe with our coun-
try, to commemorate the liberation that the Al-
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